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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 00698 130750Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

004216 130750Z/20 

O 130659Z JAN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8695 

CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 0698 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) IN 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED TAPE OF PRESIDENT'S CRITICAL REMARKS ABOUT DESAI 

DILEEP PADGAONKAR, ASSISTANT EDITOR OF DELHI EDITION OF 
TIMES OF INDIA, TOLD DCM EVENING JANAUARY 12 THAT HIS PAPER 
HAD LEARNED OF EXISTENCE OF SOME TAPED REMARKS BY PRESIDENT, 
ALLEGEDLY MADE DURING FLIGHT OF AIR FORCE ONE FROM DELHI 
TO RIYADH. ACCORDING PADGAONKAR, PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS 
WERE HIGHLY UNFLATTERING TO DESAI. WHEN DCM CHALLENGED 
AUTHORITY OF TAPE, PADGAONKAR WHOSE PAPER HAS GIVEN SHARPLY 
CRITICAL COVERAGE TO PRESIDENT S TRIP, SAID THAT HE WOULD 
CHECH CAREFULLY BEFORE PRINTING " THIS NEW BOMBSHELL". HE 
DECLINED TO GIVE ANY MORE DETAILS. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
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